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Context in Europe
❑ 1 million children face criminal justice proceedings in the European Union each year (EC)

❑ Deprivation of liberty for children in contact with the law is still generalised, particularly in administrative and criminal
proceedings (CoE)

❑ 33% of European countries can prosecute children above the age of criminal responsibility for offences committed while
under the age of criminal responsibility (Tdh)

❑ Children continue to be excluded from meaningful participation in proceedings, especially in divorce procedures or
when involved in asylum procedure (DEI Belgique)

❑ Unequal access to justice/remedies of children in Civil, Administrative and Criminal Cases

❑ Impact of crisis on children: War in Ukraine, Covid-19, Climate Change

❑ Core references: Convention on the Rights of the Child, CoE Guidelines on child-friendly justice, European Strategies on
the Rights of the Child (Council of Europe and European Commission), UN General Comment 14, UN Global Study on
Children Deprived of Liberty



What is child friendly justice ?

“Child-friendly Justice” refers to justice systems which guarantee the respect and effective

implementation of all children’s rights at the highest attainable level. Bearing in mind the

principles listed below and giving due consideration to the child’s level of maturity and

understanding and the circumstances of the case”.

Council of Europe Guidelines

on child friendly justice (2010, page 17)



Principles of child friendly justice

❖ Accessible

❖ Age appropriate

❖ Speedy

❖ Diligent

❖ Adapted to and focused on the needs

and rights of the child

❖ Respecting the rights of the child

including:

➔ The rights to due process

➔ To participate in and to

understand the proceedings

➔ To respect for private and family

life

➔ To integrity

➔ To dignity



What is effective participation?
2  keys components

a. Right to information

To participate effectively, a young person has to be informed about the procedures in which

he is involved and he understands what will be expected from him/her during the

proceedings.

b. Right to be heard

Children have the right to be heard in every matter that affect them.



Children’s right to information 1/2

"The child right to information (...) is, to a large 

degree, a prerequisite for the effective 

realisation of the right to express views" 

(General Comment No. 12, para.82)

Children are not informed where to refer to when they 

have a problem, whom to talk to, who will believe them. 

I had a situation when I was offended and I did not know 

whom to address, what to do, whom to talk to. I thought I

would not be listened to and taken into consideration. 

(Romania, 17 year-old-girl)



Children’s right to information 2/2

•Information and advice

•Protection of private and family life (e.g. 
records, exposure)

•Safety 

•Specialized professionals / 
multidisciplinarity

•Prevention of deprivation of liberty (in all 
contexts)

Recommendations from the COE CDJ Guideliness

•Rights of children deprived of their 
liberty, incl. family contact, separation 
from adults and reintegration

•(Legal) assistance / adequate 
representation – in child’s own name

•Access to justice / effective remedies 
(appeal, complaints etc.)



Children’s right to 
be heard

Children and young people value 
being heard directly by the authority 

that takes a decision concerning them 
= Fair trial

➢ UNCRC GC 12 p. 60

➢ UNCRC GC 24 p. 57

[Child friendly justice is a] Judicial system where 

a child is an active participant and not just a 

passive subject; a judicial system which is not 

about a child, but with a child. 

(Serbia, 17-year-old boy; 18-year-old female)



From soft law to binding law
Guidelines of the

Committee of Ministers of

the Council of Europe on

child friendly justice

accessible

Directive (eu) 2016/800 of the european parliament and of the council of 11 may 2016 on procedural

safeguards for children who are suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings

Accessible
Article 16 Right of children to appear in person at, and participate in, their trial 1.Member States shall ensure that children have the right to be present at

their trial and shall take all necessary measures to enable them to participate effectively in the trial, including by giving them the opportunity to be heard and to

express their views.

Age appropriate p.(44) Whether or not the questioning of children is audio-visually recorded, questioning should in any event be carried out in a

manner that takes into account the age and maturity of the children concerned

p.(54) Professionals in direct contact with children should take into account the particular needs of children of different age groups

and should ensure that the proceedings are adapted to them. For those purposes, those professionals should be specially trained

in dealing with children.

P.(55) Children should be treated in a manner appropriate to their age, maturity and level of understanding, taking into account any

special needs, including any communication difficulties, that they may have.

Article 13(2) Member States shall take appropriate measures to ensure that children are always treated in a manner which

protects their dignity and which is appropriate to their age, maturity and level of understanding, and which takes into account any

special needs, including any communication difficulties, that they may have.

Speedy Article 13(1)

Member States shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that criminal proceedings involving children are treated as a matter of

urgency and with due diligence.



Diligent Article 13 Timely and diligent treatment of cases

(1).Member States shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that criminal proceedings involving children are treated as a matter

of urgency and with due diligence.

Adapted to and

focused on the

needs of the child

p.(63) Member States should take appropriate measures to ensure that judges and prosecutors who deal with criminal proceedings

involving children have specific competence in that field or have effective access to specific training, in particular with regard to

children's rights, appropriate questioning techniques, child psychology, and communication in a language adapted to children.

Member States should also take appropriate measures to promote the provision of such specific training to lawyers who deal with

criminal proceedings involving children.

Article 7 Member States shall ensure that the specific needs of children concerning protection, education, training and social

integration are taken into account.

Respecting the right

to due process

p. (66) This Directive upholds the fundamental rights and principles as recognised by the Charter and by the ECHR, including the

prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment, the right to liberty and security, respect for private and family life, the right

to the integrity of the person, the rights of the child, the integration of persons with disabilities, the right to an effective remedy and to

a fair trial, the presumption of innocence, and the rights of the defence. This Directive should be implemented in accordance with

those rights and principles

Article 4 Right to information and article 6 Assistance by a lawyer

Respecting the right

to participate in and

to understand the

proceedings

Article 16 Right of children to appear in person at, and participate in, their trial



Respecting the

right to private and

family life

Article 14 Right to protection of privacy

Article 15 Right of the child to be accompanied by the holder of parental responsibility during the proceedings 1.

Respecting the

right to integrity

and dignity

Article 13 (2) Member States shall take appropriate measures to ensure that children are always treated in a manner which

protects their dignity and which is appropriate to their age, maturity and level of understanding, and which takes into account

any special needs, including any communication difficulties, that they may have.



Collaborating for child justice in Europe
CFJ-EN : Child friendly Justice European Network
❑Network launched as informal network in April 2019 by Defence for Children International Belgium (DCI-

Belgium), together with other sections of Defence of Children in Europe

❑Website: www.cfjnetwork.eu, LinkedIn, Twitter

❑The CFJ-EN gathers members from the civil society across Europe which have a specific expertise in child 

justice and child-friendly justice

❑Vision: A world in which justice systems ensure the realization of all children’s rights

❑Mission: Ensure that justice systems are adapted to the specificities of children : their particular needs, 

their capacities and their vulnerabilities

❑Overall Objective: Provide actors in contact with children involved in or affected by legal proceedings 

access to a range of specific skills, knowledge and activities focusing on children’s rights, access to justice for 

children, child participation, child-friendly justice principles

http://www.cfjnetwork.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cfj-en-child-friendly-justice-european-network/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cfj-en-child-friendly-justice-european-network/


Multidisciplinarity and 
Protecting Child victims :

The Barnahus Model



Useful Resources for Lawyers
http://tdh-

europe.org/upload/document/7293/JUST_with_Childr

en_Policy_Brief_EC_Strategy_Child_Rights.pdf

https://rm.coe.int/16804b2cf3

http://tdh-europe.org/upload/document/7293/JUST_with_Children_Policy_Brief_EC_Strategy_Child_Rights.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/16804b2cf3


Other useful Resources & Exchange with the audience: 
Child friendly legal assistance

“The lawyer gave the impression of someone insensible about the case. He might have a 

very good understanding of children rights but had not a proper communication” 

(Child, Albania)

https://childhub.org/en/child-protection-online-library/clear-rights-quality-standards-and-step-step-guide-legal-assistance-children
https://childhub.org/en/child-protection-online-library/clear-rights-advocacy-brief
https://lachild.eu/the-projects/la-child/guidelines-on-legal-aid-for-children/



